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838              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. March 3. 1882.
The Queen commands me to thank you for both your kind
letters.
She has indeed been very much touched by the Universal
feeling of sympathy which has been manifested on this occasion.
839  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
DOWNING STREET. 3rd March. 1882.
As respects an Address, the dominant feeling in my mind has
been that the whole of these deplorable attempts on the life of
the Queen have proceeded from men of weak and morbid minds ;
that to such minds notoriety is the very highest reward and
inducement that can be offered, and that from their point of
view an Address, which puts the Houses of Parliament in motion
under their impulsion, is of itself in the nature of such reward and
inducement. Finally that the best means of dealing with these
cases are to keep from them what feeds the vain imagination and
to administer sharp judicial sentences. * . .
840 (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET. WHITEHALL. 4th March. 1882.
* . . The Cabinet then proceeded to consider the question of
an Address to Your Majesty on the subject of the reckless and
wicked attempt made at Windsor on Your Majesty's life after the
arrival at the station. . . .
The statements submitted by Sir W. Harcourt on the facts as
they now stand, and the clear opinion of the Attorney General
that the prisoner ought to be indicted for an attempt to murder,
appear decidedly to place this attempt, in the public eye, on the
footing of the earlier and more serious attempts ; and the Cabinet
are therefore clearly of opinion that it will be proper to proceed
upon the precedents of 1840 and May 1842. Arrangements will
therefore be made for a Joint Address of the two Houses : it will
be moved on Monday ; and the leaders of the Opposition in the
respective,Houses have been apprised. ...